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Forth Cruising Club 

Minutes of committee meeting held 29/05/14 

Present: Denis Sullivan, Alistair Bullions (Cruising Convenor), Sandy Thomson (Vice 

Commodore), Eva Brockie (Treasurer), George Scrivener (RC Club boats), Ian Girvan 

(President) Kathryn Farmer (Social Secretary). 

Apologies: Phil Whetton (Rear Commodore Piers & Moorings) Kathy Gostick (Secretary) 

        

Started: 1935          To Action 

 

Previous Minutes March Minutes GS proposed and DS seconded. Passed.  

Membership  No New applications  

Membership renewal notices to go out in August. There was discussion 

regarding method of payment and it was agreed that all members would be 

given the chance to pay by BACS this year. Details will be included in the 

renewal letter.        EB 

Commodore Letter received from Lord Elgin. FCC will not be required to have any 

input and were thanked for giving the matter consideration. 

Vacuum cleaner new one has been bought. 

Bar fridge has been installed and is working successfully. 

Urinals in gents’ toilet. Manual flushing valve was proposed which 

would cost £200 but this is too expensive and will be put on hold. A 

small replacement valve will be fitted to replace current leaking valve. 

GS asked if we could fit a valve with a handle and ask members to 

turn it on and off when used 

Threshhold is off the front door and lower hinge has failed. GS will 

follow up.        GS 

Slates have come off the roof. Will need to sort out before the end of 

the summer. DS will talk to John Drury.    

         DS 

Vice Commodore FCC Regatta All members asked if own regatta should become a 

closed event. Few replies received so will remain as is for now. 
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 Propose to send out a mail shot to local clubs. We are charging £5 per 

day for yachts and it was discussed whether or not we should offer 

free food for skipper and mate to encourage people taking part. No 

decision was taken so things remain unchanged Alistair offered to 

produce a poster to send out.      

         AB 

 (A similar poster could be produced for the Fife regatta.) 

 There was a thought that a 2 day event is perhaps too long for visiting 

yachts but it is too late to change this for this year. George stated that 

changing it could allow the event to be included in the Forth yacht 

championship which would encourage visiting yachts. 

If in future we changed to a one day event it would allow the event to 

be included in the Forth yacht championship which would encourage 

visiting yachts. 

 Tides It was queried if tides were available for next year.        DS /ST 

 Helmet straps have been obtained for hard hats. 

 New plug in clock for the starters hut has been obtained as the old 

one had stopped working, but is now working again. Old clock will be 

kept as a spare. 

Ofcom license has been renewed for channel M1. 

A number of members of the club attended a meeting in Aberdour 

about encouraging people out on the water 

 Transit berthing GS is in discussion with Port Edgar about getting half 

price berthing when on transit to and from regattas. Granton have 

said that they will give half price berthing. 

Clubhouse No one in post. 

Cruising Nothing to state.  

R C (Piers & Moorings)(in his absence)  

Draft boards – both draft boards now installed at Capernaum Pier and 

much appreciated by the 6 deep fin keel boats who visited the pier 

Sunday 25 May.   

 

Visitor’s mooring – now in place with an additional orange pick-up 

buoy. 
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Abandoned dinghy – the ex-member owner of the abandoned dinghy 

near the starter’s box was contacted and this has now been removed.   

 

Moorings at Capernaum adjacent to pier – 3 boats adjacent to the 

pier were lying too close to the pier on east winds making it difficult 

for those at the rear of the harbour to exit.  The owners of the boats 

concerned have been contacted and are in the process of shortening 

their port forward chains.   

 

Moorings in general – the majority of our boats are well settled on 

their mooring but one or two may need adjustments.  I will double 

check (including chains) after a good south westerly strong wind.   

 

North pontoon – the old rusted steel fixings have now been removed 

and replaced with new steel frameworks manufactured by George 

Scrivener’s company.  The next step is for the pontoon to be rotated 

and the rubber buffers installed together with new chains which are 

still required.  When this is completed the new non-slip mesh will be 

installed to raise the height of the walkway.  This has been, and 

continues to be, a labour-intensive task and thanks to those members 

who are helping me with this. 

 

Limekilns pier pontoons – as mentioned at the SGM we are making 

progress with identification of what may be available and current 

ownership etc of pontoons in Mull.  Further investigation is still 

required to ascertain whether or not they are suitable for our needs 

and also whether it is feasible with regard to costs to ship these to us.  

I will of course consult the Committee members if any costs need to 

be incurred.    

 

My thought with regard to their use is at Limekilns pier where we are 

currently having problems with the number of dinghy moorings and 

their getting entangled.  I am currently trying to resolve it in the short 

term.   

 

Basement hoses – I am currently replacing the yellow basement hose 

which is now damaged and beyond repair.  I have purchased larger 

bore hoses, one of which will be wound on the external drum on the 

basement/workshop wall and another placed in the Club garden next 

to the tap.  Hopefully this will stop members running the hose across 

the road where it easily gets punctured. The hose on the drum is in 2 

sections – one section of which can be detached and taken to the far 

water tap on the pier.  This should stop any hose being driven over.  

The hoses will have adjustable nozzles stored in the 

basement/workshop. The end fittings will also fit standard 

connectors.   I will inform members once the installation is complete. 
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Infill of beach corner – during our meeting with Lord Elgin I raised 

with him the problem with the corner of the beach adjacent to the 

car/boat park filling up with piles of rubbish and seaweed.  I asked if 

he had any objection to our filling in the corner to ensure it is washed 

by most tides.  He recognised the problem and gave his approval.  This 

would need eventually to be faced off by gabions and backfilled 

properly.  In the meantime, I would like the Committee approval to 

allow members only to dispose of rubble behind the old pontoon 

pipes now across the corner.  If approved I will contact the members 

directly.  Committee agreed. 

 

Boat cradles – Placing the fin keel boats on non adjustable cradles can 

be time consuming and sometimes not kind to the boat because boats 

rarely lift horizontally and are usually bow down causing bow non 

adjustable cradle legs to contact the hull prior to the settlement of 

the keel.  I intend to advise all fin keel boat members that adjustable 

cradles are a must for future crane in/out.  By my reckoning this 

currently affects only one member as 2 cradles have already been 

scrapped as they were beyond repair anyway.   

 

RC (Club Boats) Replacement of club boat floor. The replacement floor has now been 

manufactured and fitted. Cutting out the floor panels ourselves for 

“hexaboard ply” allowed a considerable saving over the ready made 

parts from Pioneer boats. Many thanks to John Dury for his help with 

the work.  

Engine. Osprey’s outboard is still proving unreliable in that if turned 

off when hot a left for ten minutes it runs poorly after re-starting. I 

have spoken to an engineer from British importers and will try out 

their fault diagnosis ideas.      GS 

Treasurer Accounts to 31 August 2013 restated following points raised at the 

spring general meeting. Accounts have always balanced but it was the 

allocation of income that was incorrect. Agreed and copy to be sent to 

Joe Swankie.        EB 

 Finances discussed. We currently have a healthy bank balance which 

includes the sum contributed for upgrading the ladies’ loos. 

 A summary of the potential spending to August 2014 (excluding the 

ladies’ loos) was provided to the Committee members 

 

 Reminder to be sent out that the clubs does ‘Easy fund raising’ EB 
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Social Commodores party Thanks to Katie and Eric for a very successful 

party.  Volunteers still required for sailing events over the summer. 

 Dinner dance music There have been some issues and at present we 

think that they will be resolved. 

 

President No comments at present 

Ladies’ toilet EB gave a summary of the progress on the toilets. Sanitary ware to be 

easy to clean. 

Wet wall Club member will get staff discount.  

A Club Member has offered to look at the lighting requirements.  

Vanity unit quoted for plain white at £290 +vat. There was some 

discussion as to whether or not it was necessary. It would be helpful 

to understand what the saving on the wet wall would be to 

understand what money may be available.  

Flooring cost not included in approved estimates now fully approved. 

Fan Only one will now be required and ventilation will be added to 

the door, so there will be a saving in this. 

Overall costs. Concern was expressed that costs were getting out of 

hand. Agreed that whatever it costs it must last for a long time. It was 

agreed to go ahead with the floor. Lighting and vanity unit should be 

considered at the next meeting. 

Savings The subcommittee will go back to Neil to discuss possible 

savings when PW returns from holiday. It was confirmed that the 

subcommittee were well aware of costs which is why they have come 

back to the committee in connection with the vanity unit. 

Secretary Nothing to state 

 AOB Window in ladies toilet  

In parallel to the refurbishment of the ladies’ toilet the window is well 

beyond any repair and cannot be opened.  As ventilation will still be 

critical (as agreed by the Earl) this window should be replaced as part 

of our responsibility for ongoing maintenance of the building. To this 

end PW has received an estimate from a good joiner of £1200 for the 

window together with its installation.  PW would like the Committee 

to approve its replacement as the time is now right.   
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The replacement window is for single pane glass which is 

unfortunately more expensive than double glazed.  Should the Estate 

be approached to see if double glazed (barely noticeable difference) 

could be installed, especially as this room is susceptible to moisture? 

No agreement reached. Brought forward to next meeting 

 

Dinghy store 

 

Members have asked why people have inflatable tenders in the store 

when they have a hard tender that they use to get to their boats given 

the lack of storage available. 

This is primarily a matter for PW and should initially be put to him 

Add this to the agenda for the next meeting. 

 

Website Following a question raised at our last meeting Nan has 

confirmed with our web designer that you cannot have a member’s 

private section in WordPress.com (our host).  The only way would be 

to have a separate website that is private and can only be seen by 

invited members.   

 

It was noted that we now have a number of members that deal with 

web sites 

It was suggested we ask other clubs in the Forth what they do with 

their websites 

We are to consider whether we need the facilities offered by a 

website, rather than the current blog or whether we  

could offer the project to a college to design? 

George could approach certain club members regarding blog page 

and facebook page.       GS 

 

Request to use club house Request from member of Aberdour boat club to 

use club house on Monday – agreed. Can we have a separate number for 

visitors for the door and change it every month?Currently DS is the only 

person who can do this and all Committee members should be able to do this 

 

 

Date of next meeting: Thursday 19th June 7.30pm     
Meeting finished @ 21:22 


