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Forth Cruising Club 

Minutes of Meeting 28 March 2013  

 

Present: 

President: Ian Girvan (IG) 

Vice – Commodore: Sandy Thomson (ST) 

Rear Commodore (Piers and Moorings): Phil Whetton (PW) 

Rear Commodore (Club Boats): George Scrivener (GS) 

Rear Commodore (Clubhouse): John Drury (JD)  

Cruising Convenor: Alistair Bullions (AB) 

Treasurer: Eva Brockie (EB) 

The meeting opened at 19.30. 

Apologies 

Commodore:  Denis Sullivan (DS) 

In the absence of DS the meeting was chaired by ST. 

February Minutes 

� GS proposed that the Minutes of the February be accepted. Seconded by AB. No 

dissenters. Agreed that EB would forward the Minutes to our Webmaster. 

Members Applications 

� None. 

President 

� The President is looking forward to seeing all boats in the harbour and to the start of 

both racing and cruising programmes. He would like to see all members participate 

in as many events as possible. 

Commodore 

The Commodore had left details with ST of a couple of items to be dealt with at this 

meeting.  

� Firstly, the ladies who are organising the Dinner dance had asked him to confirm that 

the Committee would be happy with a ticket price of £28. The Band is the same as 

2012 and this time there would be a three course meal. Agreed unanimously.  
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EB had received a call asking whether or not there should be a welcome drink. After 

some debate the Committee decided that this was not necessary. It was agreed that the 

format of the evening was to be left to the organisers. ST confirmed that the prize giving 

would take about 30 mins. 

� Secondly, there was the question of the Commodore’s Party. AB confirmed that this 

would be held on 11 May 2013. 

Vice Commodore 

� ST held a meeting in the Clubhouse on 14 March at 19.30 for all those who have an 

interest in racing. This was well attended and ST had some positive feedback. ST 

explained the difference between the various races. 

� ST had asked for volunteers for OOD at that meeting. Last year only a small number 

of Club members undertook this task. The more serious racers in the Club compete 

for the Club Championship. It was to become a condition of being eligible to win this 

Trophy that each participant would require to undertake OOD duties on one 

occasion. It had been agreed. 

� This meeting had also given ST the opportunity to sell not only Club clothing but also 

Pilot books. 

� The new race channel was to have been Channel 72. This was published on the Web. 

ST was informed that we cannot use that Channel as it is a Forth Ports Authority 

working Channel. ST is to look at the possibility of FCC buying a Channel. It was 

thought that the cost of this would be around £75 per annum. ST has a contact in 

Port Edgar and he will follow this up 

� There is a meeting on 11 April with Fort and Tay Ports Authorities to discuss marine 

issues and safety with the various sailing clubs. In the absence of DS ST will try to 

attend. 

Rear Commodore (Piers and Moorings) 

� Two sets of slings have been purchased. PW will be organising various teams to 

assist on crane in day. 

� The manufacture of two steel plates for the pontoons is still outstanding but the 

pontoons will be able to be craned in without them. 

� The poles to mark rocks have been delivered. 

� The wood for the garden seat is yet to be sourced. 

� Banksman training is yet to be finalised. PW. The trainer had not been available but 

PW will contact him at the beginning of the week. 

� Contact has been made with all boat owners whose boats remained on the hard 

standing over summer 2012. With the exception of three boats and one dinghy these 

boats will be craned in. These boats are promised to be removed by end April/early 

May 
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� Noted that Colin Hamilton is selling Katie Lew 

� PW proposed that the cost of crane in should be increased to £45. Although the Club 

already makes a profit on crane in he felt that this was one of the factors that kept 

fees down. The Committee agreed by majority vote. 

� The Club has purchased another 388 m of 12mm medium link chain. PW thanked GS 

for arranging the purchase and transport of the chain. GS informed the Committee 

that this batch of chain was more expensive due to the increase in the price of steel. 

After much discussion it was agreed that the chain would be sold on to members at 

£6 per m. ST asked PW/GS to confirm that this was in line with the price of chain 

which could be sourced locally. Both confirmed this to be the case. 

� There was also a supply of shackles available at the cost of £4 each. 

� PW has been approached to see if the date of crane in was to be put off due to the 

inclement weather. It was not his intention to do this unless the forecast for the 

week end was dire. 

� There are 53 boats to be craned in and 8 masts to be stepped. PW will send a 

reminder that masts will need to be properly prepared as mast lifts would become 

too time consuming otherwise. 

Rear Commodore (Club Boats) 

� New cover has been supplied and fitted to Osprey. 

� There is no change to details for East Coast Week. 

� Osprey’s hull needs to be anti-fouled, but otherwise she is ready to go into the 

water. 

Rear Commodore (Clubhouse) 

�  JD reported that the walls at the front door are still damp. Agreed that it would take 

some months for the walls to dry. Agreed that we could wait until nearer the end of 

the summer to deal with this. 

� JD confirmed that the replacement of the notice boards was in hand. 

� JD is still dealing with the day to day cleaning of the Clubhouse. 

� It was agreed that the CCTV has had a deterrent effect as far as damage by vandals 

was concerned. There are more sophisticated options available and JD and the 

Committee would look at these over the summer. 

� The Committee wished to express their thanks to JD’s wife Marilyn, who has 

volunteered to launder tea towels for the Club. 

Cruising Convenor 

� The cruising programme would be available by the Spring General meeting. AB 

would circulate this to the Committee for comments prior to then. 
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Treasurer 

� Large proportion of the Club membership will be around on crane in day. EB 

suggested that the opportunity should be taken to update Member’s contact details. 

Agreed unanimously. 

� The annual subscriptions are normally revised at the Spring General Meeting. The 

Level of subscriptions proposed is:-  

A - Single/Family - £ 54 

B- Junior - £20 

C- Community £ 20- negotiable 

D- Honorary- Free 

1 All boats - £122 

2 Sailing dinghies £27 

These fees would be payable as from September2013. 

The Committee agreed unanimously 

Constitution 

� The current draft has been sent to all members prior to discussion at the Spring 

General meeting. 

AOCB 

� EB asked if the telephone activated light at the end of the pier was still in use. Some 

adjustments are necessary but it was confirmed that this would be in operation this 

season. 

� PW requested that all e-mails had a heading to indicate whether they had been 

issued to the Committee or to all members. Committee confirmed that this was good 

practice. 

� Meeting closed at 21.04. Next meeting will be on Thursday 25 April at 19.30. 


