
Forth Cruising Club 
 

Minutes of committee meeting held 25-Jun-15 
 
Present:  Denis Sullivan (Commodore), Ian Girvan (President), George 

Scrivener (Vice Commodore), Phil Whetton (RC Pier and 
Moorings), David Gostick (Secretary) 

 
Apologies:  Gavin Carter (RC Club boats), Kathryn Farmer (Social 

Convenor), Neil Lind (RC Clubhouse), Eva Brockie (Treasurer)
  

Started:  19:35 To Action 
 
Previous Minutes May Minutes: Denis proposed, Phil  
 
Membership John O’Donnell is returning to Blackness. EB suggested that 

he is refunded the proportionate part of his Membership fees 
from 1 July to 31 August 2015. 

 Phil Fennell purchased Smuggler of Rhu from Sandy Thomson 
and has applied to join as a non boat owning member. 

 Despite a reminder EB has not heard from John Johnson re 
insurance of the Flying Fifteen. 

 
President Moorings – IG noted that there was the possibility of more 

membership applications coming due to changes at Port 
Edgar. He was concerned that we would get more and more 
applications from people looking for a cheap mooring but not 
interesting in supporting the club. He asked if we could set a 
limit on the number of moorings, particularly at Capernaum 
pier, or consider reducing the number of boats at the front of 
the harbour where he felt that it was getting very tight getting in 
and out of the harbour. 

 In his opinion, Capernaum pier is full for new moorings and 
Limekilns pier is almost full. He proposed to seek the opinion of 
other harbour users and present this at the AGM IG 

 GS stated that, in his opinion, the rows were too narrow but 
that some chains were too long and not containing the boats 
within the lines.  

 PW stated that he is policing the lengths of chain used as too 
long a chain increases swinging room. 

 
Commodore DS has spoken to Dunfermline library re request for historical 

information. 
 Request from members for burgees. DS 
 Letter from Jamie Brownsoat looking for sponsorship money for 

an Ocean Youth Trust sailing trip. Agreed that a donation will 
not be given as he is not related to the club or from the local 
area. 

 Have been offered 5 Albacore dinghies and road stacker. Will 
respond – could be offered to the scouts. Will respond and 
request further information DS  

   



Vice Commodore The regatta was a success – 12 boats. Prizes were wine and 
fizz and that went down well. 

 Sailing instructions need to be updated for club races to allow 
for single handed race officers. 

 Going to look at swapping the shortened course flag for a light 
on the starters hut and consider other changes of the winterGS 

  
Clubhouse Not present 
  
R C (Piers & Moorings)  
 Boats remaining on hard standing for more than one year  
 Forth Centaur – It was agreed at the meeting to invoke the 

Club Rules and charge the owner £10 per month until end 
August. This would be added to his subscription for the coming 
year. The Secretary is to write and state the Committee’s 
decision. Additionally, if the boat remains on the hard standing 
next year then the full penalty of 150% of Port Edgar rates will 
be charged. 

 Annabelle- As no further progress has been seen with the sale 
of Annabelle the Committee agreed to also charge £10 per 
month with a similar letter but not adding the Port Edgar 
penalty. 

 New Pontoons - Pontoons all but ready to launch. The fixing 
eyepads need to be welded and the whole assemblies painted. 
GS to research paint compatible with galvanising. The next job 
is to install the poles in the harbour.  

 Draught Boards - About to be paint stripped and painted. 
 Infill of beach corner - RCP&M applied for a Paragraph19 

Exemption at a cost of £197. This was approved for a start date 
of 1 July and will last for a year. A copy of the registration will 
be placed on the Club notice board and copies given to any 
Contractor supplying infill. 

 
RC (Club Boats) Concern was expressed over the reliability of the Club boat 

engine. It was suggested that the engine be removed from the 
boat and sent to the outboard’s main agent to allow 
investigation and repair of fault. The consequence would be 1 
month loss of boat. 

 After discussion the temporary fit of a 2nd engine to provide a 
“get you home” facility would be investigated to allow the 
engine repair to be carried out later over the winter. 

   
Cruising No one in post 
 5 boats took part on an overnight cruise to Port Edgar on 

Fri.(19/06/15) returning via Blackness on Sat. Blackness Boat 
Club were very welcoming (previous troubles dealt with) and 
expressed a willingness to get together, socially, with the FCC. 

 
Treasurer The following large payments have been made since the last 

meeting 
- Club Insurance policy £1055.14 
- Service Club Boat £348.66 
- Chain purchase £1620.48 

 The Club Insurance does not include the Club dinghy. We will 
probably have to mark name on dinghy before we insure it. 



 We are moving forward with Clydesdale Bank to operate a new 
account. EB has received various Forms to be checked and 
signed by the account signatories. David’s and Denis’ address 
is shown as 20 North Roundall so that their electronic tags are 
sent to Eva. EB is off on holiday on Tuesday morning and back 
Friday or Saturday. EB will ask PW to take forms to meeting 
and will take these to Bank when she returns. 

 EB has signed her part so only Denis and David to sign. Eva 
will e-mail Denis and David separately with the other admin 
required. 
  

Social Not Present 
 FCC regatta weekend went well - On Sat the BBQ was held 

inside the club house but improving weather allowed the BBQ 
to be held outside on Sunday. Thanks expressed to Bill and 
Irene Girdwood for all their assistance. 

 The cheese and wine was a super evening with a large turn out 
from our fellow sailors from South Queensferry. 

 Next social event not till the end of August when we have the 
driftwood BBQ.  

 Donation of barbeque - The committee would also like to take 
this opportunity to thank Ken & Maureen Bellini for the donation 
of a fine BBQ cooker and bottles. (Gas) 

 Social events - EB suggested that we consider holding a 
coffee morning in the clubhouse as part of the Macmillan coffee 
morning at the end of September. All funds raised to go to the 
Charity. Does anybody have any feelings about this? Is 
anybody in the villages already doing this? 

  
Secretary Nothing to discuss 
 
AOB SGM Minutes- Draft Minutes for the SGM are still to be 

completed 
 Fundraising - We don’t appear to be making progress. The 

two main points at issue are our short lease and the fact that 
some people have suggested that we are looking to undertake 
maintenance. 

 Has any progress been made to have discussions about the 
lease? 

 It may be that we should be looking at a different approach 
altogether. 

 EB suggested that rather than refurbishing the facilities for the 
Gents we state that we are looking to provide an area, away 
from the bar, for our younger members. This will necessitate re 
locating the Gents.  

 
Meeting finished @ 20.45 
Date of next meeting: Thursday 30th July at 7.30pm 

 
 
  


