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Forth Cruising Club 

Minutes of Meeting 26 June 2014  

 

Present: 

President: Ian Girvan (IG) 

Commodore:  Denis Sullivan (DS) 

Vice – Commodore: Sandy Thomson (ST) 

Rear Commodore Pier and Moorings: Phil Whetton (PW)  

Cruising Convenor: Alistair Bullions (AB) 

Treasurer: Eva Brockie (EB) 

The meeting opened at 19.30. 

Apologies 

� Rear Commodore (Club Boats): George Scrivener (GS) 

� Secretary: Kathy Gostick 

� Social Convenor: Kathryn Farmer  

May Minutes 

� There were a couple of small adjustments to be made. On the basis that these were 

made, IG proposed the Minutes. Seconded AB. 

Members Applications 

� There have been several enquiries but no firm applications. PW has been made 

aware that Roger Hart may be in the process of purchasing a boat. He would wish to 

upgrade his membership to that of a boat owning member. After a short discussion 

it was agreed. There were no dissenters. 

President 

� IG asked ST to confirm that Club handicaps had been changed after the Half Way 

Cup.  ST confirmed. 

� There was discussion regarding the future of the annual Regatta. The suggestion is 

that Day 1 would be for standard prizes and Day 2 for a more family orientated 

event. It was agreed the views of members should be sought. 

� Handicaps were again discussed. 
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Commodore 

� DS wished to correct a statement he made at the last Committee Meeting. The 

manual flushing valve for the urinals in the gents would cost in the region of £95 

rather than the £200 quoted. As a temporary measure he has provided the Club with 

a new gate valve. This has been fitted by John Drury. 

� GS has contacted the supplier of the garden door. The supplier will fix the current 

problems.  

� Chubb have checked the fire extinguishers. We required a new water extinguisher. 

The new regulations state that we should have two water, two carbon dioxide and a 

fire blanket over the two floors. 

� The amendments to the Bar Licence have been granted and the new hours are 

displayed behind the Bar. 

� There has been a complaint about rattling rigging on boats in Limekilns Pier. PW has 

sent an e-mail and discussed the matter with several of the culprits. PW will continue 

to monitor the position. 

� The repair of slates is still outstanding. DS will take this up with Colin Buchanan. 

 

Vice Commodore 

� ST has checked the tides for 2015 and the slots he is proposing are 15/17 May 2015 

for Fife Regatta and 13/14 June 2015 for FCC Regatta. 

� There was discussion regarding the cost of the Regatta glassware and it was agreed 

that all racing events would try as far as possible, in future, to cover cost of prizes. 

�  It was stated that in the past the FCC Regatta had tried, as far as possible, to cover 

the cost of the glassware. 

� ST stated that due to increases in trophy costs this would no longer be possible.  

 The discussion was in relation to the FCC Regatta and not 'all racing events'. 

� The wireless licence renewal is in the name of ST at his home address, although the 

place of operation is correctly shown as FCC. ST to investigate to see if this can be 

shown in Club name. 

� There is no entry form for FCC Regatta on Web and ST to liaise with Webmaster 

regarding this.  

� Entry money for Fife Regatta £90 to EB. There is still £10 outstanding. ST to deal with. 

Rear Commodore (Piers and Moorings) 

� Moorings at Capernaum adjacent to pier – the 3 boats adjacent to the pier have 

now adjusted their moorings to give more clearance between the boats and pier. 

 

� North pontoon – The pontoon has been rotated and the rubber buffers installed 

together with one new chain. One chain still needs to be replaced.  We are ready to 

install the new non-slip mesh to raise the height of the walkway.    
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� Limekilns pier pontoons – progress is being made with contact with the owner of 

the pontoons and our contact on Mull re transport.  To clarify, PW’s thoughts are for 

their use at Limekilns pier where we are currently having problems with the number 

of dinghy moorings and their getting entangled. PW is currently trying to resolve it in 

the short term.   

 

� Basement hoses – PW has still to replace the yellow basement hose which is now 

damaged and beyond repair.  He has purchased larger bore hoses, one of which will 

be wound on the external drum on the basement/workshop wall and another placed 

in the Club garden next to the tap.  Hopefully this will stop members running the 

hose across the road where it easily gets punctured. The hose on the drum is in 2 

sections – one section of which can be detached and taken to the far water tap on 

the pier.  This should stop any hose being driven over.  The hoses will have 

adjustable nozzles stored in the basement/workshop. The end fittings will also fit 

standard connectors.   PW will inform members once the installation is complete.  

 

� Infill of beach corner – PW has contacted the members as agreed at the last 

meeting.  

 

� Boat cradles – Placing the fin keel boats on non adjustable cradles can be time 

consuming and sometimes not kind to the boat because boats rarely lift horizontally 

and are usually bow down causing bow non adjustable cradle legs to contact the hull 

prior to the settlement of the keel.  PW intends to advise all fin keel boat members 

that adjustable cradles are a must for future crane in/out.  By his reckoning this 

currently affects only one member as 2 cradles have already been scrapped as they 

were beyond repair anyway.   

 

 Rear Commodore (Club Boats) 

� In GS absence PW confirmed that the new fuel cover and windshield have been 

fitted to Osprey. 

 

Rear Commodore (Clubhouse) 

� Not in post 

 

Cruising Convenor 

� There is a ‘Limekilns Cruise’ on Friday evening with a bring your own BBQ 

� Bo’ness boats are coming to Limekilns on Saturday 21 June. 
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Treasurer 

� EB had not appreciated that she had been tasked with reminding Club members 

about Easy Fund raising and had done nothing about it. After a short discussion it 

was agreed that no action required. 

� The food costs for the Commodore’s party have now been collated. Total costs 

around £200. Bar Manager has reported that it was an excellent night as far as bar 

takings were concerned. 

� IG asked how bar takings were recorded. EB confirmed that this was purely on an 

excess cash basis. In order to make use of any other basis we would need to do stock 

takes. It was agreed to leave matters as they were. 

� During a discussion with the Bar Manager it was confirmed that there were several 

unopened bottles of spirits which appear to have been behind the bar for some 

time. It was agreed that consideration should be given to selling/raffling some of 

these. 

Social 

� KG has agreed to oversee the catering on Regatta Day but would obviously be 

delighted with any help 

� EB stated that Bar Manager has confirmed that he would be able to deal with any 

calls for change. ST confirmed he would not require change. 

AOCB 

� It has been mentioned in passing that FCC may wish to donate funds to the 

restoration of Limekilns Pier. EB confirmed that our Constitution does not permit 

this. 

� Russell Kelly has had a discussion with the Earl of Elgin in connection with making 

Limekilns Pier repair work a village project. The response from the Earl has been 

positive and has offered to supply tractors etc to assist. 

� EB has been asked if the Club could provide burgees. AB undertook to deal with this.  

Meeting closed at 10.00. Next meeting will be on Thursday 31
 
July at 19.30. 


