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Forth Cruising Club 

Minutes of Meeting 27 June 2013  

 

Present: 

Commodore: Denis Sullivan (DS) 

President: Ian Girvan (IG) 

Vice – Commodore: Sandy Thomson (ST) 

Rear Commodore Piers and Moorings: Phil Whetton (PW) 

Rear Commodore (Club Boats): George Scrivener (GS) 

Rear Commodore (Clubhouse): John Drury (JD)  

Cruising Convenor: Alistair Bullions (AB) 

Treasurer: Eva Brockie (EB) 

The meeting opened at 19.35. 

Apologies 

There were no apologies 

May Minutes 

� GS proposed that the Minutes of the May meeting be accepted. Seconded by IG. No 

dissenters. Agreed that DS would forward the Minutes to our Webmaster. 

Members Applications 

� There were several applications to join as members. EB confirmed that the relevant 

applications had been posted in the clubhouse and that where necessary those 

individuals with boats had spoken to PW. PW confirmed this. PW informed the 

committee that where requested, and appropriate, he had been able to provide 

moorings for new applicants. 

� EB/PW had had slight difficulty with the ownership of one of the boats, where one 

half of the ownership had been sold. They had been told different stories by each of 

the previous owners. It was agreed that EB would e-mail the current owners to 

confirm who, in accordance with the club rules, was to be considered as the A1 

member. She would also ensure that a boat registration form was completed, giving 

the requisite insurance details. 
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� One of our members who had been an A2 member had bought a new boat and was 

now in the A1 category. It was agreed unanimously that no increased subscription 

would be sought for the current year.  

� The offer of membership had been made to a previous applicant. No fees had been 

paid and it was agreed that the committee would withdraw the offer of 

membership, making it quite clear that we were happy if a further application was 

made at a future date. EB to deal with. 

� EB confirmed that she would look at membership renewals. Except where previous 

agreement had been received from the committee all members’ renewal requests 

would show the 2013 class of membership. In accordance with the Constitution all 

requests to change must be made to the committee in writing. Boat registration 

forms would be sent out at the same time as usual. 

President 

� IG indicated that he, and other club members, had attended the funeral of John 

Binning who was a past Commodore. Sadly, John had died in a boating accident. DS 

has spoken to both Beatrice John’s partner and to Sid, John’s brother and executor.  

Commodore 

� DS commented that there had been a very positive response to the recent joint day 

with the Scouts. GS reported that David Crabb had thanked him for the use of the 

Club boat. David was keen to make it a regular occurrence as the Beavers and Cubs 

had no other way to gain sailing experience. DS commented that he was sure that 

more FCC members would be willing to participate in future, if sufficient notice was 

given.  

� There are several posts on committee which will become vacant and volunteers will 

be sought! There were suggestions to make some of the posts less onerous and this 

will be discussed at the next committee meeting. 

� A new floor has been laid in both the bar and kitchen area. It was agreed the ‘more 

secure’ areas of the clubhouse needed to be tidied and as the committee members 

were the only ones who had access to these areas, this task would fall to them. 

� A club member has complained that his boat has been hit and damage caused. 

Nobody has contacted him to admit liability. This is not the first time that damage 

has been done to boats and the culprit has not owned up. It was agreed unanimously 

that this was unacceptable. The situation is to be closely monitored and if it can be 

proved that a club member is guilty and has not admitted fault, the committee 

would take action. 

� DS expressed his concern that there were so few entries for the Driftwood and that 

the barbeque was poorly attended. He agreed that there were several reasons for 

the poor sailing turnout. Weather, holidays and other events on the Forth etc. DS 

thought that there had been a lack of advertising and did not wish this to happen at 
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regatta. DS asked AB if he could prepare posters etc for village as well as for the club 

and ask webmaster to put poster on web. ST has said that he thought that we should 

present ‘token’ prizes on the day of the regatta. It was agreed that ‘silverware’ would 

be presented at the dinner dance. 

� DS also thought that we should make it more obvious that there was a regatta on 

with bunting etc. We were to check the availability of flags etc. A work party would 

take place on the Friday before the regatta. 

Vice Commodore 

� EB had mentioned that there was no flag Y in the starter’s box. ST had removed this 

as our racing instructions have been amended and it is not required. DS confirmed 

that this was not what the instructions on the website stated. ST was surprised but 

undertook to check. 

� ST was still short of volunteers for OOD. GS pointed out that there were still 

individuals who raced and had not taken a turn at OOD duties. These were identified 

and ST will contact them. 

� There are new seats in the starter’s box and we have acquired a new clock and VHF. 

� An individual has recently had his boat damaged by an outboard propeller -his fault- 

and ST wonders if we should insist that those boat owners should be asked to 

position a bucket over the propeller to avoid such damage. PW explained, although 

he understood what had happened, that in general, it was a bad idea to go between 

boats. The only exception was the space behind Louise. 

� After some discussion it was agreed that PW would e-mail all boat owners to impress 

on them the following:- 

o Accidents do happen but Club members must contact owner. 

o Boat owners are strongly advised not to go between boats in the trots. 

� Club race 3 has been moved from Sat 7th Sept 1500 to Sun 8th Sept 1515. 

Rear Commodore (Piers and Moorings) 

� Chain has been purchased for the visitor’s mooring and the pontoons. 

� Lottie, the final ‘long stay boat’, has been removed and has gone to Dalgety Bay, 

where a suitable mooring has been obtained by the new owner. 

� Draught boards will be replaced shortly. The fixings have been renewed and PW 

expressed his thanks to JD for his help. 

� There is still one dinghy in dinghy park which has not been used for some time. PW 

will monitor the position. 

� The mooring previously allocated to Colin Hamilton (Katie Lew) has been reallocated. 

Colin confirmed that Katie Lew is up for sale. 

� There are still problems with the Water Board and the overflow onto the pier, mostly 

at high tide. PW has spoken to them again and he will continue to contact them 

every time he is aware that there is an issue. 



 

4 Final prepared by EB issued 9 July 2013 

 

� PW confirmed that he still has a significant number of jobs to complete, including 

painting and rewiring the Starter’s box. 

Rear Commodore (Club Boats) 

� Osprey is running well. Nothing further to report 

Rear Commodore (Clubhouse) 

� JD has been advised that if we wish to cure the damp problem at the front (garden) 

door a new door is needed. There has been a feeling too that we should consider 

building a storm porch. As a first step DS would approach the Estate to find out if this 

was feasible 

� There was a discussion about entry systems and JD will investigate a card entry 

system 

� JD has a contact at Carnegie College who has offered to make a new Trophy cabinet. 

It was agreed that JD should go ahead with this. 

� A long extension cable has been removed from the club and not returned. The 

general consensus was that it was poor behaviour by a club member. Agreed that JD 

should obtain another and that it should be kept locked away. 

Cruising Convenor 

� No progress has been made with Loch Venacher 

� The closing cruise will now take place on Saturday 28 September, the day before the 

Blackness dash.  

Treasurer 

� The large bills that have been paid recently include the Insurance and the rent. The 

Insurance includes cover for Employer’s liability even although we have no 

employees. EB has confirmed this with the broker. We do not require to exhibit this 

certificate on the premises but members must be able to access it if required. 

� EB confirmed that she had the Certificate and would exhibit it to members if 

necessary. 

� The bills for the Commodore’s party had now been received. The total costs were 

£333.13. This included a number of candles, tea lights and napkins which could be 

used for other functions. 

� The rates demand has come in confirming that we do not have to pay rates for the 

club house. 
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AOCB 

� ST commented that the office was full of slings, hard hats etc. He was reluctant to 

throw anything out, without help. As he was concerned that he might throw out 

something in error. JD and PW offered to help. 

� The list behind the bar needs to be updated to take account of those individuals who 

have received bar training. Confirmed that the position would be checked with Ian 

Cruickshank. 

� EB reminded the committee that we have yet to revise the club rules to sit alongside 

the updated Constitution. DS asked PW to chair sub- committee to deal with this. 

PW agreed. 

� Meeting closed at 21.45. Next meeting will be on Thursday 25 July at 19.30. 


