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Forth Cruising Club 

Minutes of Meeting 31 July 2014 

 

Present: 

President: Ian Girvan (IG) 

Commodore:  Denis Sullivan (DS) 

Vice – Commodore: Sandy Thomson (ST) 

Rear Commodore Pier and Moorings: Phil Whetton (PW)  

Rear Commodore (Club Boats): George Scrivener (GS) 

Treasurer: Eva Brockie (EB) 

The meeting opened at 19.40 

Apologies 

� Cruising Convenor: Alistair Bullions (AB) 

� Secretary: Kathy Gostick 

� Social Convenor: Kathryn Farmer  

May Minutes 

� PW wished the minutes to be amended to reflect that is was Russell Kelly not he who 

had the meeting with The Earl of Elgin about the pier. On the basis that this change 

made, GS proposed the Minutes. Seconded by PW. 

Members Applications 

� There have been two applications. One from John O’Donnell who owns a Leisure 17 

and the second from Andrew Wilson who is in partnership with Colin Primrose 

(Linnet). PW confirmed that he would be able to offer a mooring to John O’Donnell. 

Linnet is currently on the mooring allocated to Murdo McGregor but would be 

moving back to the mooring allocated to Colin Primrose when Murdo returned from 

his travels. On that basis we would offer membership to both applicants. 

� Simon Waddell (Mustard) has asked if he can change his membership to that of a 

dinghy owner as he is going to sell Mustard. In principle this is agreed, but if he does 

not sell Mustard before end August when subscriptions are due he will be expected 

to pay a full membership. A refund will be given when he sells Mustard. EB to reply. 

President 

� Nothing to report 
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Commodore 

� DS wished to record congratulations to George Scrivener, his crew Alastair Bullions 

and David Gray for coming first in their Class at West Highland Week. 

�  Congratulations are also due to Murdo McGregor who, at the second attempt, 

landed on St Kilda. 

�  Committee wholeheartedly supported DS comments. 

� Reported no success in contacting roofer re slipped tiles. He will keep trying. 

�  John Dougal is still poorly and unable to assist with Club cleaning. EB suggested that 

we should maybe look to pay a cleaner, perhaps once a month. It was suggested that 

this ideally should be on a flexible basis. EB to progress. 

� DS stated that comments have been made that members were not informed that 

there would be a flotilla on weekend 5/6 September. PW confirmed that Webmaster 

had done this. Various other Committee members agreed that they had received 

notification. PW said that he would ask Webmaster to send out a reminder. 

 

Vice Commodore 

� ST has had a request from a Club member about crewing on other members’ boats. 

We have a section on website for those looking for/to crew for other members. 

� ST has checked the position regarding the radio licence and has confirmed that this 

requires to be in the name of an individual – in case there is misuse. 

� ST confirmed that FYCA membership of £50 should be paid. 

Rear Commodore (Piers and Moorings) 

� North pontoon – Chain is to be ordered. There are three cleats on the pontoon to 

facilitate mooring.  Two small boats should be able to use the pontoon at the same 

time. 

� There was discussion as to whether or not the various cleats, rings and hoops on the 

pier and pontoons were a trip hazard.  It was agreed that the pier itself was a 

‘dangerous environment’ and stressed that individuals needed to take care and to 

keep children under control at all times.  PW will add the painting of cleats, rings and 

hoops to the winter work party list. 
� At this stage DS expressed the thanks of the Committee to PW, John Drury and all 

others who helped with the improvements to the North Pontoon. 
� PW has had further discussions with the owner of the pontoons on Mull, Scottish 

Fisheries (Ian Fraser). The provision of transport is also being investigated, not just 

picking up from Mull, but the off loading at the Club. It is envisaged that the 

pontoons will be here over the winter for any work required and that they will be 

ready by crane – in. 
� No further progress on hoses 
� The infill of the beach corner has started. 
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� PW has spoken to all members whose boat cradle would require modification before 

crane-out to ensure that all supports are adjustable. All in hand. 

 

 Rear Commodore (Club Boats) 

� GS confirmed that Osprey has now been completely refurbished. The engine still causes 

problems and may require parts. There was discussion about the possibility of fitting a 

small outboard for emergencies. This in itself raised practical problems but GS would 

look at this. 

Rear Commodore (Clubhouse) 

� Not in post 

Cruising Convenor 

� Not present 

Treasurer 

� Members are beginning to pay next year’s subs and BACS seems to be working OK to 

date. 

� The Bar Manager has reported that both the Regatta and Driftwood were successful 

events. 

� Current account has approximately £22K but we have to pay for works being done in 

ladies’ toilet. 

� The ladies who are arranging the prize giving dinner dance have asked for funds for 

the raffle prizes. The Committee agreed that this should be the same as last year. It 

was also agreed that, rather than buy bottles of alcohol they should approach the 

Bar Manager to see if there was anything suitable in stock. 

Social 

 Not present 

AOCB 

� DS asked for a report on the progress on the ladies’ toilet upgrade. EB/PW reported 

that the floor covering had been laid that day. Needless to say there have been 

issues which have arisen on an ongoing basis. The window wall has had to be 

plasterboarded and the ceiling fitted overall. DS stated that it was a pity that the wall 

facing the door had not been dealt with. It was agreed that this did detract from the 

overall job. PW/EB would see if anything could be done now. Matt Carradice is 

currently dealing with the electrics and it was agreed that we would be guided by 

him as to what was required. 
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� It was agreed that the window in the ladies’ and that in the gents’ should be 

replaced in the near future. 

� The plasterboard round the replacement door is very wet. The suggestion is the 

building is painted with proper paint to help the damp problem. Before we progress 

DS discuss when we meet with our landlord re the updated ladies’. 

� Several members have asked if the ladder beside the North pontoon could be moved 

or modified to make it easier to get in and out of dinghies. In addition, one of the 

ladders nearer the middle of the pier has been damaged and will require replaced. 

PW will assess the overall ladder situation as part of the winter programme. 

� PW/DS and Bar Manager had met with Environmental Health earlier in the week. 

There did not appear to be any major issues but they will write to us. 

Meeting closed at 8.45 Next meeting will be on Thursday 28 August at 19.30. 


