
Forth Cruising Club 
 

Minutes of committee meeting held 27-Aug-15 
 
Present:  Denis Sullivan (Commodore), Ian Girvan (President), George 

Scrivener (Vice Commodore), David Gostick (Secretary), Gavin 
Carter (RC Club boats), Eva Brockie (Treasurer), Kathryn 
Farmer (Social Convenor) 

 
Apologies:  Phil Whetton (RC Pier and Moorings), Neil Lind (RC 

Clubhouse), 
  

Started:  19:40 To Action 
 
Previous Minutes Eva proposed, Ian seconded 
 
Membership We do not yet have membership form from Hugh Angus – a 

reminder will be sent. 
 Matt Carradice has said that he hasn’t decided whether he will 

be re-joining – an email reminder will also be sent 
 Bob Colquhoun is applying to change his membership to 

sailing and to keep a boat here. 
 Reminders will be sent to members who have not yet paid 
 Phil Fennell has withdrawn his application for membership. 
 Kirsty Maguire – will be asked if she wishes to remain as a 

social member. 
 Rob Symonds and Paul Cleghorn have resigned. 
  
President Nothing to discuss 
 
Commodore Grass cutting – a new mower has been bought and is in use. A 

rota is being set up for the cutting of the grass 
 Denis has looked through the archives of previous minutes. 

There are some very amusing items in there and it would be 
interesting to digitise them. 

 The Fife weekend and the trip to Burntisland was a fabulous 
weekend – thanks were offered to George for organising that. 

   
Vice Commodore Hunter weekend went well with 4 boats attending. Five practice 

starts were held on the Saturday. The Sunday race was won by 
Zico – many thanks to George Henderson for providing the 
trophy and providing bottles of Prosecco. 

 The East Mark has come adrift from its chain. A temporary 
mark is in its place. 

  
Clubhouse Not present 
  
R C (Piers & Moorings)  
  
 New Pontoons - George and I agree that to install more pipes 

at the middle harbour would be a daytime job as the nights are 
now drawing in and not giving us enough time to complete a 



pipe installation.  Next step is to try and arrange a weekend 
work party suitable for the task.  We also agree that to 
complete the work, including the finishing of the pontoons, and 
launch even one set is now nearing impossible this summer 
and would be an expense wasted as I would not like to leave a 
pontoon moored over the winter.  A little more work on the 
pontoon chain fixing points is also still needed, together with 
their painting.   

 
 Infill of beach corner - further slow progress is being made 

with the latest gabion installed at the west slipway.  The short 
evenings and dwindling of support has also curtailed work on 
this project.  I have emailed the members about the possibility 
of mid-week daytime and weekend work parties and have had 
some favourable responses. 

 
 Basement hose - no progress 
 
 Basement sink - Neil has now installed a hand wash sink 

together with hot and cold water.  It has a rubble drain but if 
this is not successful a pipe can be installed. It was agreed that 
a paper towel dispenser and a Swarfega dispenser would be 
installed for the sink. 

 
 Boats on the hard - Annabel has now been sold and is going 

to Charlestown - to be launched within the next couple of 
weeks.  I am assured by the new owner that she is insured.   
The Kestrel dinghy (owned by Liz Rowlett and donated to the 
Club for funds) has also been sold and the Club has benefitted 
by the £70 sale.  

 
 Mooring chains - the chains holding Louise and Fyne Thyme 

have now been shortened to bring the boats in line (Fyne 
Thyme still needs another metre off the stern chain).  I have 
asked the owner of In Charge to shorten his mooring strop and 
I will further chase this up. 

 
 Boats - 3 new boats have arrived this season.  One belonging 

to a new member and is on a mooring in Brucehaven (John 
Drury's old mooring) and 2 on the hard standing - both 
belonging to current members.  Brown Sugar has also recently 
vacated its mooring at Brucehaven and is being sold. 

 
 Grass cutting - as agreed at the last meeting I purchased a 

20"/5.4 hp lawnmower for £283.  I tested by cutting the grass 
'field'.  Denis has volunteered to run with garden grass cutting 
and set up a roster of Club member volunteers that responded 
to my request.  Until the old mower is fixed I think we need to 
restrict grass cutting to the garden as one of our previous 
mowers was destroyed by accidentally mowing a steel mooring 
eye on the pier! I will look at the old mower on my return but 
sadly it might be scrap. 

  
  



RC (Club Boats) No progress has been made with fixing the issue with the 
engine of the club boat 

 George to provide the list of drivers approved for the club boat. 
Training will be organised for new drivers GC 

 Vinyl letters for club boat have been ordered 
   
Cruising Bob Colhoun is interested in taking on role of cruising 

convenor. 
 A cruise to Dysart is being held on Sept 5th email to be sent 

round DG 
  
Treasurer We are still working with 2 accounts but membership money is 

now being paid into the Clydesdale. I plan to close the old 
account before the AGM. 

 We have received a reminder regarding the electricity. A 
suitable option has been identified. 

 We have received an invoice for the works for the new 
pontoons. We still have to pay for the paint to the pontoons. 

 We have received a notification of the license fee for the bar 
from Fife Council. 

 The letter was sent to the Earl regarding the Men’s changing 
facilities. PW is organising for the Earl to visit to discuss the 
proposals. 

   
Social The regatta made approximately £40 profit. 
 The driftwood barbeque will be on Saturday following the race. 
 The next social, the Pie and Pudding night, will be held on the 

26th September following the Blackness dash. 
 The possibility of holding a Macmillan Coffee morning was 

discussed – the 26th is not suitable due to the Blackness dash 
and Pie and Pudding night on the same day. Various options 
for alternative dates were discussed. It was suggested that it is 
held on a Saturday after Crane out, but no date was agreed. 

  
Secretary Notice of the AGM and SGM minutes will be sent out 4 weeks 

before the AGM. 
  
AOB  AGM will be held on the 15th October at 19:30 
 Dinner dance – the catering will be provided by the Elgin and 

the entertainment will be the in-house disco. 
 
Meeting finished @ 21.20 
Date of next meeting: Thursday 24th September at 7.30pm 

 
 
  


