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SPRING GENERAL MEETING 2017 

Thursday 11th May 

 

Meeting opened at 19:45 

There were insufficient members present to form a quorum. 

1. Adoption of Annual General Meeting minutes 2016 

 

There were no disagreements to the minutes 

The minutes were proposed by Dennis and seconded by Bob Colquhoun  

 

2. Apologies 

• Neil Pudney 

• Shaun Cunningham 

• Ian Girvan 

• Alex Hood 

• Keith McDevitt 

• Colin Primrose 

• Brian Scrivener 

• Alan Colquhoun 

• Andrew Wilson 

• Bill and Irene Girdwood 

 

3. Commodore’s Report 

The Committee agreed to change the format of our SGM – back to 

previous years where racing/cruising were the main agenda items. This 

saves me stealing other Committee members’ news.   

The Club is still thriving – now with 98 memberships and 74 boats. 

We have a full summer programme of races and cruises and a repeat of 

last year’s excellent River Festival.  All of these are separate Agenda 

items. 
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The Club has been very busy over the closed season keeping our 

standards up. Here’s a brief sit rep of what we have achieved:  

 

Winter Work – thanks to everybody who came along and to George for 

his firm’s professional help: 

Hard standing/corner infill for parking boats etc 

Modification to the Limekilns pier pontoons with wooden fendering and 

their ‘straightening’ 

Replumbing of the 4 poles holding the pontoons   

New outboard rack in basement  

New trailer for the Club boat so that we can launch and retrieve it 

independently of the crane 

Club boat engine has been successfully repaired (trip to Glasgow) 

4 more mooring sinkers made for Limekilns pier (2 sunk and 2 

positioned) 

You will all have seen our little “Snug” for small meetings that can also 

be used by the junior members at our social events while we are 

partying upstairs!  The internal work unfortunately included a major 

external roof repair above the new room requiring some new roof 

beams and lead flashing on the gable end (with thanks to Neil L for his 

professional help with this). The beer barrels are now locked up and not 

in the gent’s loos.  Thanks again to those members who worked hard on 

achieving the new room. 

 

Socials - On the social front we had a full and very successful winter 

programme:  

Dinner Dance and Prize giving – Lesley and Jenny 

Mulled Wine Evening – Gavin and Claire 

Haggis Night – Russell and Marion – food donated by Ian of the Ship Inn                                   

Commodore’s Party – myself and Nan – food supplied by Claire of Ship 

Inn  
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3 film nights with cinema style ‘nibbles’ – Erik and Katie 

Racing Rules evening – George 

I know Kathryn our Social Convener appreciates the help she gets from 

the members in keeping this programme so active. 

Thanks again to Erik for running the bar for all of these events. 

 

Crane in - We had a successful crane in where we managed to launch 

most of the boats on the Saturday mainly because of the great weather.   

We tidied up on our insurance coverage (triggered by the change of 

ownership of the crane company).   

We also improved our Health and Safety procedures as a result of a full 

Risk Assessment and Method Statement by David our Sec. 

 

And Finally - I would like to thank our members (old and new) for 

making this such a progressive Club. 

 

4. Racing programme 

Good Evening everyone. 

Firstly, I would like to thank David Brown, Graeme Mckenzie and 

Christian and Angus Scrivener for their help with laying the race marks.  

Thanks also to those who rallied to my call for a replacement VHF for the 

race box. The set given by Ian Smith is now fitted.  Thanks Ian, and 

thanks also for the anchor you donated which is working well securing 

the outer mark of the start line. 

This season’s racing programme has got off to a great start with three 

races run already. The season opener, the Rae trophy, saw four boats 

taking part.  There were five boats for the single handed race and seven 

boats for the Duff cup.   If this rate of growth continues, we will surely 

have every boat in the club out by the end of the season! 
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The next race is on Tuesday evening with a seven o’clock start. This is 

followed by the Driftwood on the 27th May which will have a social with 

food afterwards. 

Other notable events this year are the Ladies race on the 4th of June and 

the Mason trophy which is on Saturday the 17th.  In this event we race 

down river on the ebb tide, stopping somewhere for lunch, then we 

have a second leg back upriver with the flood tide. The Mason is always 

a popular race and usually proves to be a highlight to the season both 

competitively and socially.  

 Talking of competitiveness, the next event is the Fife regatta is on the 

24th of June where we welcome yachts from around the Forth including 

the fast Div 1 boys to race off Limekilns.  

This year our Club regatta is on the weekend of the 22nd & 23rd of July. 

There will be food available after Saturdays racing and the bar will be 

open for prize giving on the Sunday. 

In August we have a busy month starting on Sunday the 6th with a stern 

chase race followed on the 12th of August with the first round of the 

Tancred Trophy hosted by our neighbours over at Blackness sailing club. 

Next, on the weekend of the 19th and 20th is the inaugural FCC vs 

Queensferry boat club weekend.  We will cruise to South Queensferry 

for a race with them round the bridges, followed by a social night in their 

clubhouse. The second round of the Tancred will be held at Limekilns on 

the 26th August with the Cheese and wine evening taking place 

afterwards to which both Blackness and Queensferry boat club members 

have been invited.  Thanks in advance to Kathryn for all her help with the 

social events. 

Into September and with my Forth Yacht Clubs hat on, I would like to 

encourage you to head down to Granton for East Coast Sailing Festival it 

runs from Saturday 2nd through to Monday 4th. It is shaping up to be a 

great event that should not be missed. 

Back to FCC events in September, we have the Henderson Trophy for 

Hunter yachts on Saturday the 16th, the Capernaum Cup distance race 

on Sunday the 17th and finally, the Blackness Dash on Saturday the 23rd.  

Please try to get out and join in with these and the other races I have not 

mentioned, as I am sure those who take part will agree they are not only 
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great fun, but also provide a good challenge and the opportunity to 

improve your skills. 

Finally, I would like to thank John and Moira Hoyes for their help with 

running many of the races this year. I am still looking for volunteers to 

take their turn in the Race Hut, so please let me know when you can 

help before I need to start chasing you all up... 

Thank you all for listening, are there any questions. 

 

5. Cruising programme 

Last year other than the River Festival we had a pretty quiet time in 

terms of cruising, hopefully this year we can reverse that and have more 

activity on this front. 

To cater for this there within this year’s Cruising Calendar there are 

hopefully events to cater for all tastes. 

Before the River Festival on the weekend of the 9th to 11th June we 

have cruises to Blackness and then a morning cruise to wherever the day 

takes us. 

We then have the River Festival with its mix of river and land based 

activities, we are hoping the weather is kinder this year than last and 

that as many of you as possible can help out and join in with the 

activities including the Sunday flotilla after which there will be the 

Limekilns raft race after a few years absence, we can watch that from 

the river after the Flotilla which like last year will include a fire tug sitting 

off the prom. 

After the Festival, we then have a combination of, day, evening and 

weekend trips which are all I the cruising calendar on our website or 

posted on the noticeboard in the clubhouse. 

Everything ends this year with crane out on the weekend of 7th and 8th 

of October. 

I would like to thank George and the rest of the committee for their 

support in my duties in February when Alan and I lost our Mum, so 

thanks for that everyone. 
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So let’s all hope for a fair wind and kind weather to enjoy our boats and 

the river with all our friends. 

Ken Bellini asked if is there is any possibility of a discount at Port Edgar 

or Granton for club cruises 

David Simpson asked if there going to be a flotilla for the aircraft carrier 

launch and the opening of the new bridge. 

George also mentioned a cruise to the canal later in the year. 

6. River festival 

Phil discussed the River Festival which is planned for the 9th to 11th 

June and requested members to add their names to the list to volunteer 

to help. 

 

7. Subscriptions for 2017/18 

Eva discussed the proposed membership fees. 

Proposed membership fees as from 1 September 2017 

Category Current Proposed % Increase 

A Single/Family 57 60 5. 26 

B Junior 23 24 4.35 

C Community 24 23 4.35 

D Honorary Free Free  

Additional for boat owners 

1 All Boats 129 135 4.65 

2 Sailing dinghies 30 32 6.67 

A1 Member with boat 186 195 4.83 

A2 Member with dinghy 87 92 5.74 
 

Change in income 

Category Number Current Proposal  

A 23 1311 1380 

A1 66 12276 12870 

A2 5 435 460 

C 1 23 24 

D 2 0 0 

D1 1 129 135 

Total 98 14174 14869 
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Dennis stated that the proposed increases seemed reasonable given the 

likely expenditure over the next few years. 

All members present agreed to the proposal presented. 

Robert Peebles suggested that the meeting should not be closed until 

we get an agreement from the members either by email or possibly at 

the Regatta. 

The members present agreed that the committee should email the 

membership seeking opinion on the possibility of voting on the 

proposed membership fees by email. 

 

8. Member’s agenda items 

None proposed 

 

9. AOCB 

None 

 

 

Meeting was suspended at 20:50 to allow the membership fees to be 

discussed and voted on at a later date.  

 

D Gostick (Secretary) 

 


